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ALOE—ALOE

STERYANDRHOTOSIMICHAEL DENT

Historically gardens lovers in Australia have wanted gardens with
colour, seasonal change and divérsily, but the less-robust herbaceous
plants we have used in the pasl has meant that these planls cry out
for shade and irrigalion in the midday heal and are no longer the besl
choice. Aloes are increasingly being used by designers, developers’
landscapers and gardeners in Ausltralia because of their environmenlzl
sustainabilily and their reliable performance. The aloe-aloe cultivars
take Lhis a siep furlher because of selective breeding to oblain
magnificent flowering, allowing us to pul colour back in our gardens
wilhout the need for irrigation. Qver the lasl 6 months we have
launched a range of seleclively bred premium hybrid aloes, specilically
bred in South Africa for their magnificent flowering qualilies. They have
been trialled, 1esled, and propagated across Australia.

We are irying lo encourage landscapers and gardeners Lo treal lhese
cullivars as ‘polled colour and use lhem as perennials. The aloe-aloe
cullivars differ from pure species on the markel as their breeding has
ensured thal flowering is longer, more prolific and the plants are able lo
flower from a young age. This is & quanium leap in performance, and
a wider range of flowering colours is available including pastels and

bi-colours.

LANDSCAPE AND GARDEN APPLICATIONS

Aloes can be used in most garden and landscape styles, in modern
and Lradilional landscapes, in both informal and formal setlings as
leature plants, shrubs, bedding plants or as ground covers. Aloes

are virlually indeslructible and extremely low maintenance plants. In
fact they slill look at Iheir best, even wilh neglect. Traffic istands and
nalure strips are generally difficull to maintain, so most of the aloe-aloe
cullivars - in particular the medium 1o larger ones - can be used lo
good effect en masse where the climate is hol, dry and unforgiving, as

ihey produce a dramatic display when they all flower simultaneously.

On the other hand plants like Aloe ‘Fairy Pink’ and A. ‘Topaz' require
more prolection and maist soils, and perform betler when planted
with other garden plants. Il is important lo recagnize that aloe-aloe
cultivars are ‘garden plants’ rather than deserl plants, and can be
used effectively with companion planls such as agapanthus, dietes,
dianella, zephyranlhes and streliizias lo name a few. Slaluasque
single stemming cullivars like A ‘Saturn” are icieal as a cenlrepiece in
any landscape. Aloes can also be used as vertical planting on green
walls, rock walls or relaining walls and provide the landscaper with an
addilional dimension and increased area for green life. A. ‘Anes’, a

trailing aloe, is particularly useful in this application.

FLOWERING
Aloe-aloe cultivars have been bred predeminantly for their prolific,

leng lasting flowering. They also flower as young plants. The best

20 landscape outlock

characleristics of each species
are combined lo form a new
plant, Certain cullivars such

as A, ‘Always Red', a 2009
relsase, are capable of flowering
for more (han 10 months of the
year. The flower colours range
from white through yellow and
orange to red and pink. There are also bicoloured flowers. The timing
ol the flowering also varies, and cultivars are able to be planled o
ensure that lhere are flowers in the garden al different times for over
12 months of the year. Aloe llowers also aliract a variety of birds lo
lhe gardens. I the malure hybrid produces a poor flower or none at all

then he planl must be inspected for nsects, iiness, or sun starvation.

ROOTS AND ANCHORAGE

Generally the netwarl of rools of aloes grows a lew centimelres below
the soil surface allowing the plants Lo benelit from relatively low amounts
of water. They can be planted close to man made structures such as
walls withoul risk of damage (e.g. breaking concrete) as their rools are

relalively sofl and do nol increase in girlh with age. This also makes

them ideal for container planting and applications like green roofs,

Fieldiofialoe=aloe hybridsS(top)

AlogtAlwaysiRediS(above)

PLANTING

Potled plants should be placed in a hole bigger than the pol and we
recommend that well rolted organic compost also be added. Alogs
can last a long time {(more than a month) aut of soil and Il acquired
bare-rooled, il 1s beller to let the roots dry out, and then remove them
belare planting the aloe hybricls. A newly planted aloe should not be
over walered, particularly if planted as a bare-rooled specimen, as a

dry plant will make new rools. bul a wet plant will nol.




‘Alos Tusker, (top)
Alog!Gapricarn, (middle)
Aloe’ Big\Red ! (above)

SOIL

Aloes can lolerate poor solls wilh the exception of clayey soils which
do nat drain well. It i1s essential that the soil be well drained so as lo
allow water to pass through the rool calchment area so thal the aloe
can absorb only what water (and nutrienls) it needs. Orainage can also

be achieved from planling on a slope where the rain water can run off.

If planted in clayey soils a reasonable quanlity of river sand should be
added, and the hole prepared for planting should contain a mix of soll
with generous amounts of sand and arganic compost (e.g. well rotted
cow manure). It may be necessary o build up a mound of sandly sl

above the ground if the sollis extremely clayey.

RAINFALL AND IRRIGATION

Alpes are drought loleranl plants rather than walter resistant plants. Il

15 important to understand that aloe-aloe cullivars are not dry land or
and zone plants. Many dry zone plants onginate from regions in the
world where most rain falls in winter and are unable to handle extremes
ol heal, humidity and ran in the tropical and subtrepical summer. This
mcludes pure species like Aloe poyphylla and Aloe plicatifis which
come from winter rainfall regions and struggle, for example, in the
tropical Queensland climale. In fact aloe-aloe cullivars prefer generous
waltering dunng their growing season, especially during the warmer
months. Care should be taken not to over waler. However whilst the
aloe-aloe cultivars recuire some waler initially when planted, once the
roots are eslablished they are able to cope with deprivation of waler ior
long periods. When the rains come they simply take a big gulp and fill
up their roots and leaves enabling, them to survive until the next rain.

Water can be cut back in the winter months.

TEMPERATURE

Aloes flounsh in high temperatures but during the colder months they
enter a vegetalive or dormant phase. Aloes can tolerate some frost
and certain cultivars like A ‘Tusker' and A.'Capricorn’ are more frost
tolerant than olhers such as A. ‘Fairy Pink’ or A. ‘Arias’. Aloes are
more likely to tolerate frost if kepl dry and if grown in well prolected
areas like against a narth facing wall or large rock. If they are exposedd
lo extreme frosl, he leaves normally die back irom the tips but will

recover quickly with the onsel of warmer lemperatures.

LIGHT INTENSITY

Aloes neecd bright light for the best flowering, parlicularly the mature
and larger growing cultivars (e.g. A. ‘Big Red'). If previously kept in a
shady position, they need to be introduced slowly to the sun as they
can gel sun burnt. When they receive loo much light, too suddenly,
the leaves stress and turn redcdish brown, but usually recover from this
stress wilhin months. The cultivar A'Fairy Pink' copes well in lower light

or dappled conditions, and still flowers.

CONTAINER USE

In habitat, alces often grow on light rock crevices and are therefare
perfectly adapted for container growth. Good drainage is essential and
in pots they perform belter with regular feeding. It is important that
lhey are nol left standing in water.
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FEEDING/FERTILISER

Aloes grow besl in Iree draining soil conlaining decomposed organic
malerial. Despite being able lo lolerate poor soils, aloes are hungry
feeders and like rich sandy soils with ample humus and decomposed
organic material. Well rotted cow manure is a excellent compost for
aloes. If using non organic fertilizer, ensure that (he nitrogen levals in

the NPK ratio is low relalive o the olhers.

MULCHING

Whilst mulching is useful to suppress weed growth, applying mulch
loo Ihickly can adversely prevent rain water from flowing through to
he aloe roots. Using pebble is uselul in providing a barrier Lo sail

evaporation (like mulch) but also allows rain to flow thraugh the sail.

PESTS

Aloes are relatively pesl free in habitat but concentraling them in
gardens creales condilions where garden pests can spread Lo the
aloes even lthough they are no more susceptible to pests than other
garden plants. Pests can include scale, aphids, miles, rusl, mealy
bug and ants. Most of Ihese pests are easily conlrolled wilh systemic
pesticide or fungicide. The best proteclion is a heallhy plant wilh good

nutrition, scil, water and sufficient lighl

GROWTH HABIT, LIFE SPAN AND PROPAGATION
Aloe-aloe hybnds have all been vegelalively propagated rather than grown
by seed. Seed grown aloe hybrids revert back to infenor parentage and
itis only through vegelative cloning thal we are able lo guarantee lhe

superior hybnd vigour qualilies ol every plant propagated and sold.

Flanls in the aloe-aloe collection range from small dainty aloes lo large
tree aloes with each cultivar displaying unigue behaviour. In general the
hybrid aloes are much fasler growing than pure species and a plant like
Capricorn is able to reach a height of 1 metre within 1 year when planted
in the ground undier ideal condilions. Cerlain cultivars are clumping in
nalure (e.g. A. ‘Topaz', ‘Fairy Pink', ‘Gemini' and ‘Aries’) which means thal
side-shoots (suckers) are sometimes produced. These can be removed

if apical dominance is preferred, {e.g. A. ‘Gemini’ looks better as a single

Residentia!

plant), or retained to allow spreading of the plant. In general the larger

growing cultivars (e.g. A."Tusker') do not produce side shoots.

Unlike agaves, where the dominant plant dies afler flowering, aloes
do nol die and llowering performance improves significantly in the
second, third and subsequenl years. The cullivars are unable to

be reproduced by seed because seedlings Irom hylrid aloes never
contain the superior characlerislics of the hylrid parents and revert
back to inferior gqualilies. These cullivars are long life plants and whilst
it is difficull to eslimate thair lifespan, in habital certain pure species of

aloe have been eslimated o be over 200 years old.

Fer more information contact:
Michael Dent

Aloe-Aloe Horlicullure

0418 476408

www.aloe-aloe.comau LD
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Hi-end!Residential or Large Scale Commercial
plus Alpine Quality equals Award Winning Results.
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