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Drought-hardiness is our theme for the
new releases for January, as all these
plants can cope with a dry spell in style.

Aloe ‘Bottlebrush’

Aloe-Aloe Horticulture, (07) 3371 2986,

www.aloe-aloe.com.au

This hybrid aloe will make a
stunning feature plant in any
garden because of its strong
architectural form and its glow-
ing orange flowers in winter.
The attractive yellow buds
open slowly, exposing striking
orange stamens that resemble
a bottlebrush. These blooms
appear on a single trunk tower-
ing about 2.5m above rosettes
of large, green, sword-shaped

leaves to about Im
wide. Light frost-hardy
and drought-hardy, it
needs little maintenance and

will grow best in full sun. Aloes
can be used in most garden and

landscape styles, modern or

traditional, formal or informal.
This new Aloe ‘Bottlebrush’ is ~

available across the country
through Garden Express —
www.gardenexpress.com.au
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Growing tips:
hardy aloes

With more than 300 members, the aloes
are a big family of succulent plants mostly
from semi-arid parts of Africa and Arabia.
Some grow as trees but most are shrubby
or even smaller and any of the forms sold
in Australia would make a terrific choice for
a sunny, free-draining spot that you don't
want to have to water a lot. All types pro-
duce clusters of tubular flowers that are
attractive to nectar-eating birds which
extract the honey by inserting their beaks
into the flowers. Aloes will take the odd
light frost where winters are dry but they
are not suitable for areas where winters
are both frequently frosty and also rainy.
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