HELEN YOUNG as oldage,prolonged droughtora

TWIG change insoillevels nearit. Investigate
possible causes and try to improve the
growing conditions.

Could we move an established wisteria so
we can roof the pergola it covers?

Martin Barrett, by email

[t's possible to move your wisteria in winter
whenit'sdormantifyouhaveanew
position with alarge, strong support where

My roses have neat, circular holes along youwantarampant climber. Suckers will
the edgesbut I just cannot find apest of likely sproutfrom the remaining roots:
any type, nightorday. paintthese with glyphosate as they emerge
Jan Mawson, Urunga, NSW inspring. Alternatively, cut the wisteria as
This distinctive leaf damage is the work of hard as youlike toinstall theroofand
leaf-cutting bees, which use leaf pieces to train theinevitably strongregrowth
maketheir cigar-shaped nests, tuckedinto ~ on cables offset from the fascia board.
cracksin fences or brickwork. They are Keep the wisteriarigorously trained
important pollinators so the (usually on this. Itmaytakea few yearsto

minor) damageshould be tolerated. flower well again.

Council chopped down our nature strip Flora
trees thatwere interfering with the power

lines. What native trees can we plant that THERE'S alot
won’tbetootall? moretoaloesthan
Philip Cunningham, Sydney therapeutic Aloe
Legally, thenaturestrip is council land and vera. Anewrange
councils areresponsiblefor newplants, so ofhybrids offers
check whatyour council’splans are. In stunning flowers,
practice, many home owners adopt their dramaticfoliage
naturestrips and you couldplanta andsculptural

bottlebrush (Callistemon),a dwarfeucalypt
such as theshowy ‘Summer Red’, willow

shapes,allina
low-maintenance,

myrtle(Agonis flexuosa), lemon-scented bird-attracting
tea tree (Leptospermum petersonii) package. Aloe ‘Erik the Red’isavailable

or Acmena‘Goodbye Sunshine’, a herefrom late May, in aworld first. It forms
small lillypilly. asingle stem to 2mbearing rosettes of

sword-shaped leaves with decorative but
My neighbour’slarge banksia looks fine softspines. In winter, blood red, torch-like

exceptthatonebranchhas died. What flowers glow above the statuesque form.
actionis required? Full sun with free-draining, fertile soil is
JacobaEvans, Melbourne bestbutit's adaptable to most conditions.
Aborermayberesponsible;check forholes ~ It'sideal in gardenbedswhere root spaceis
orsawdust-like material. Borerstend to restricted or as a feature pot plant.

attack trees weakened by stresses such www.aloe-aloe.com.au.

Send your questions to: Helen Young, PO Box 3098, Willoughby
North, NSW 2068, or email helenyoungtwig@gmail.com. April's
best letter was from Colin Rowley of Melbourne. May's prize is
$100 worth of new hybrid aloes from Aloe-Aloe Horticulture
(www.aloe-aloe.com.au).




